
Ekin Bernay  
 
Ekin Bernay has an MA Dance Movement Psychotherapy from Roehampton University and 
has been working clinically as a DMP. She has experience in adult mental health, autism, 
primary schools and refugee children. In her live artwork Ekin is working towards merging the 
DMP findings with a wider audience through performative workshops.  

Her work focuses on the healing qualities of performance art. She uses text, sound and 
choreographic situations to direct the audience. As a dance therapist Bernay works in adult 
mental health and schools. Ekin is represented by International Performance Art Platform 
Performistanbul.  

Among her recent performances are No Body, video performance, with Performistanbul, 
O.P.Y.U.M Festival, Istanbul (2023), ATLAS, V&A Museum, in collaboration with V&A and 
Performistanbul, as part of V&A Friday Late, performance, London (2021),  The Problem, with 
Performistanbul, as part of “Where Time Thickens II”, UK Mexican Arts Society, London (2021), 
RESILIENT RESPONSES: REPAIR AND RESTORE, Tate, online performance (2021), [HOMEWORK 
4], as part of Block Universe, Online (2020) [HOMEWORK 3], collaboration with 
Performistanbul, London (2020), Where is home?, OnCurating Project Space, Zurich (2019), 
[HOMEWORK X] – WORLBMON, [HOMEWORK] Series, with Performistanbul as part of 16th 
Istanbul Biennial Public Programme, in WORLBMON by Güneş Terkol and Güçlü Öztekin, 
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University İstanbul Museum of Painting and Sculpture, Istanbul (2019), 
Listen, A Walk From Babel, Tate Modern to Tate Exchange, London (2019), [HOMEWORK 2], 
collaboration with Performistanbul, London (2019), [HOMEWORK 1], collaboration with 
Performistanbul, London (2019), [HOMEWORK 0], collaboration with Performistanbul, 
London (2019), Where is home?, Curator: Naz Balkaya, Episode 1. No Worries Re- Enactment 
In- Flux, Enclave Lab, London (2018) What do you want?, as part of Needed: You, 672 Hour 
Live Process, Curator: Simge Burhanoğlu, Performistanbul Live Art Research Space, Istanbul 
(2018), Burn Like The Sun during House of Wisdom Exhibiton, collaboration with Kolektif 
Çukurcuma (Naz Cuguoğlu & Mine Kaplangı), Berlin (2017), 9 Stone, as part of Look Again, 
Curator: Simge Burhanoğlu, with Performistanbul, Pera Museum, Istanbul (2017). Mother and 
I, Curator: Simge Burhanoğlu, collaboration with Performistanbul, Yer Istanbul, İstanbul 
(2016), Nirvana Project, Leyla Gencer Opera ve Sanat Merkezi, İstanbul (2015) and Far From 
the Norm In No Form Orator, Sadlers Wellsn, London (2015). 
 
Education  
 
2013  University of Roehampton, MA Dance Movement Psychotherapy, London 
2009 University of the Arts London, London College of Fashion, MA Design Management for 
the Fashion Industries, London  
2008  Bilkent University, Fine Arts Department, BA Communication and Design, Ankara  
 
 
Performances  
 
2023 Solo No Body, 13 min., performance video, with Performistanbul, as part of the 
O.P.Y.U.M Festival, Istanbul 



2023 Solo Time, 30 min., Sakıp Sabancı Museum, Istanbul 
2022 Solo Heart, 2 month – 2 day a week, curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, in collaboration 
with Siyah Beyaz and Performistanbul, Siyah Beyaz Maslak, Istanbul 
2021  Solo Atlas, 33 minute, V&A Museum in collaboration with Performistanbul, V&A 
Museum, London  
2021  Solo The Problem, 20 minute, as part of “Where Time Thickens II”, Curated by Hollie 
Miller, with Performistanbul, UK Mexican Art Society, London  
2021  Group RESILIENT RESPONSES, with Thomas Heyes, Rowdy SS and special guest: 
Rebecca Bellantoni, 50 minute, Online, Curated by Annie Bicknell and Ese Onojeruo, as part of 
Terra Foundation for American Art Series: New Perspectives, Tate, Londra 
2021  Solo Resilient Responses: Repair and Restore, 15 minute, online workshop, Curatored 
by Annie Bicknell and Onojeruo, as part of Terra Foundation for American Art Series: New 
Perspectives, Tate, London   
2020  [HOMEWORK 4], as part of Block Universe, Online 
2020  [HOMEWORK 3], Experimental Collective Project, London  
2019  Solo Where is home?, Oncurating Project Space, Curated by Gözde Filinta and Camille 
Regli, Zurich  
2019  [HOMEWORK X] – WORLBMON, 16th Istanbul Biennial Public Programme, Güneş 
Terkol and Güçlü Öztekin, MSGSÜ İstanbul Museum of Painting and Sculpture, Istanbul  
2019  [HOMEWORK 2], Experimental Collective Project, London  
2019  Solo LISTEN, A WALK FROM BABEL, Curated by Hyphen-Labs, Tate Exchange, London  
2019  Workshop at Tate Teachers Summer School 
2019  Rambert Playground performative workshop lead by Ekin Bernay 
2019  [Homework 1], Experimental Collective Project, London 
2019  [Homework 0], Experimental Collective Project, London 
2018  Where is home?, Curated by Naz Balkaya, LADA, London 
2018  Solo What do you want?, curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, as part of Needed: You 672 
hours live process, Performistanbul Live Art Research Space (PCSAA), İstanbul 
2017  Solo Burn Like The Sun, Curated by Collective Çukurcuma, Else-Ury Library Berlin, Berlin 
2017  Solo 9 Stone, Into Pera Museum’s Collection Exhibitions, Curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, 
Pera Museum, İstanbul 
2017  Solo Still, Performance Festival in London, Curated by Pannicattack Duo, ASLYUM, 
London 
2016  Solo My Sandcastles, Curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, BLOK art space Çukurcuma, 
İstanbul 
2016  Solo You Who Read Me, with Performistanbul, Recai Mehmed Efendi Library, İstanbul 
2016  Group Mother and I, Curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, Yer İstanbul, İstanbul 
2015  Solo Nirvana Project, Leyla Gencer, Istanbul 
2015  Group Far From the Norm In No Form Orator, Sadlers Wells, London  
2015  Solo Nirvana Project, Urla Winery, İzmir 
2014  Group Far From the Norm, Broadway Barking Theatre, London 
2014  Group Far From the Norm Viceklee Ignition Dance Showcase, Rose Theatre, London 
2014  Group Far From the Norm H.O.H., Breaking Convention, Sadlers Wells, London 
2014  Group Far From the Norm H.O.H., Resolution!, The Place, London 
2014  Group Maria Fonseca Red Tears, Dance Currents, Stratford Circus, London 
2014  Group Maria Fonseca Red Tears, Resolution!, The Place, London  
2012  Group Far From the Norm Triple Bill, Broadway Barking Theatre, London  



2012  Group Sight by Side Tug of War, Sharing Stories, Nicosia  
2012  Group Sight by Side Tug of War, Schuime Festival, Venice  
 
 
Exhibitions  
 
2022 Heart, performances remainings, curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, in collaboration with 
Siyah Beyaz and Performistanbul, Siyah Beyaz Maslak, Istanbul 
2020  “Unwillingly But With Pleasure”, selected works from Agah Uğur Collection, What do 
you want?, Performance, Realized within the “Reperformance Right” owned by Agah Uğur 
Collection, with the collaboration of Performistanbul, Curator: Azra Tüzünoğlu, 7th Çanakkale 
Biennial, Troya Museum, Çanakkale  
2019  Now Exhibition, “My Sandcastles” Performance Remainings, Ekin Bernay, Curator: 
Begüm Alkoçlar, O’Art Galery, Istanbul  
2018  This is not a Performance, curated by Simge Burhanoğlu, Daire Sanat, İstanbul. 
2017  Group Burn Like the Sun, House of Wisdom, curated by Collective Cukurcuma,  
Framer Framed, Amsterdam 
2017  Group Burn Like the Sun, House of Wisdom, curated by Collective Cukurcuma, IKSV, 
Istanbul  
 
Film  
 
2020  Pen International Creative Witnesses, Ekin Bernay 
2017  Parts of Me, Video Performance: Ekin Bernay 
2015 Nirvana Project, Choreography/ Artistic Direction: Ekin Bernay  
2014  Red Tears, Artistic Direction: Ekin Bernay 
2010  Hoot for peace, Ekin Bernay 
2007  To Live, Direction/ Choreography: Ekin Bernay  
 
Awards 
 
2021 “Wallace Hartley” Young Artist Award of the year, The International Association of Art 
(UPSD) 
2006 Dancetola award, Nike 
 
 


